
Government and Politics Syllabus 2015-2016

GOVERNMENT 
Syllabus, 2015-2016 

Welcome to Government and Politics! 
This course will help you to better understand how the world really works. The first half of 
the year will be focus on the United States government and how our politics work (or 
don’t work) in 2015. The second half of the year will step away from the USA, and instead 
look at a sample of governments from the rest of the world. This course is available for 
honors credit, so if you are interested in that, see the relevant section below.
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Class basics 
Before we go further, I have to go over the 
important guidelines for the class—standard 
syllabus stuff. 


Materials Needed 
You’ll need the textbook: Edwards and 
Wattenberg’s Government in America, 2014 
Elections and Updates Edition. If you got the a la 
carte edition, you will also need a binder to put it in. 
I found that the 1.5” binder I got worked very well, 
but YMMV.


You will also need the comparative government 
course book: Wood’s AP* Comparative Government 
and Politics: An Essential Coursebook, 6th Edition. 


You should also get a paper notebook for use in 
class. While you will use your computers regularly in 
this and other classes, study after study shows that 
attention and retention goes up when students 
handwrite their notes. It’s a good habit to get into. 


You will also need your laptop, both for in-class 
assignments and assessments. Be sure to charge it 
up before class and have your charger with you in 
case the battery dies. 


Electronics Policy 
Simply put, you have the privilege to use your 
laptop in class unless you abuse it. Many 
assignments in this class depend on your use of the 
internet, so it is your responsibility to have a 
charged, working computer every day. That being 
said, if you are repeatedly off task, you will be asked 
to close your laptop and take notes by hand.


Cell phones will be taken when seen or heard 
unless you’ve asked to take them out first. Put them 
on silent and keep them in your bag. I’d rather not 
write people up for easily avoidable issues. 


Lateness and Absences 
Sometimes you miss class, and that’s ok. Since you 
are Juniors and Seniors now, you are expected to 
take responsibility for making up your work in a 
timely fashion and getting back on track. Here’s 
how you do that.


When you miss a class, contact a classmate to see 
what you missed and to get any class notes or 
assignments that you need. Check digihistory.org 
for documents you need or homework you can do. 
Pretty much everything will be posted there, so that 
should be one of your first stops. If you still have 
questions, then email me to set up extra help for 
when you return to school.
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You should be making up the missed work on your 
own time, and submit it in a timely manner, which I 
describe as follows: if you miss one day, you have 
one day to submit missed work. If you are out two 
days, you get two days, et cetera. Please note that 
extended absences (more than three days) are 
different, and will be figured out on a case by case 
basis.


If you miss an assessment or review for an 
assessment, you are expected to take the 
assessment within the time period outlined above. 


Late assignments will be penalized according to the 
number of days they are late. Assignments are 
considered due when I collect them; if you do not 
have the assignment at that time, it is considered 
late, even if you bring it to me by the end of the 
class or the end of the day. For any day or part of a 
day that an assignment is not handed in, it will lose 
10% of its eventual grade. For smaller homework 
assignments that are used to inform class 
discussion, late work will earn a maximum of 50%. 
Any outstanding assignments at the end of the unit 
will be given no credit.


Extra Help 
Extra help is available to anyone who requests it. 
There are, however, some basic guidelines that I 
have to keep the schedule straight. 


Extra help is by appointment only! At the top of this 
syllabus I noted that my office hours (when I’m 
usually available for help) are Monday – Thursday 
mornings before school or after school. That seems 
like a lot of opportunities, but keep in mind that 
faculty meetings are generally after school on 
We d n e s d a y s , a n d w e m i g h t b o t h h a v e 
commitments that get in the way of getting you the 
help you need. Remember also that I have over 60 
students each year, and I can’t meet with everyone 
the day before a test or quiz. Don’t assume that I’ll 
be free if you just drop in; if you want to guarantee 
some time, make the plan by email at least 24 hours 
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in advance. I take requests in the order I receive 
them.


One more thing: while I am happy to answer your 
questions about the material if you don’t 
understand a topic, do not expect me to repeat 

entire lessons or tons of facts that can be found 
easily in your notes, the textbook, or online. That 
might help me remember it, but it will do nothing for 
you. If you make an appointment, come with 
specific questions. That will help you get the most 
out of your time. 

Grading 

Your grades will be determined by your completion of several different types of assignments. Homework will 
usually consist of reading the text or responding to a blog post. Reading checks will be frequent, so it is in 
your best interest to read thoroughly. Quizzes will assess your understanding of the factual material, while 
tests will give you an opportunity to demonstrate a deeper understanding of the concepts covered throughout 
the unit. Other assignments will be weighted based on their difficulty and the amount of time you are 
expected to spend on them.

Grades will be posted as they become available on Net Classroom. Quizzes typically take 3-4 days to post, 
while larger written assessments take about two weeks to grade. I will do my best to adhere to these times. 
When I’ve finished grading an assignment, I’ll post what I have.


Grading is broken down into four categories:


50% – Tests/Major assignments

35% – Quizzes/Minor assignments

10% – Homework/Daily assignments

  5% – Engagement


Academic Integrity 

On papers and other assessments, doing your own work is absolutely essential. You must demonstrate 
academic integrity when taking any assessments. In ALL assignments, you must cite the sources of any 
information, quotations or ideas which are not your own, using standard citation methods. Copying answers 
from a classmate’s homework is considered cheating, and will be treated as such. Let me be very clear: All 
assignments and assessments are intended to be completed by you, without others’ help, unless 
otherwise noted.


Academic dishonesty will result in an automatic zero on the related assignment and will result in further 
disciplinary action. This is a serious issue, and I hope that you will consider the significant consequences of 
violating the honor code in this way. This is an easy issue to avoid, but if you’re ever not sure about the rules, 
just ask.
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Course Schedule *subject to change

WEEK TOPICS OF STUDY

1-2 Foundations of American Government –founding documents, Constitution, structure of gov’t

3 Federalism – relationship between states and national government, division of power, dual and cooperative 
federalism, devolution, fiscal federalism

4 Public Opinion – demographics, political socialization, polling, political ideologies, participation

5-6 Campaigns and Voting – nominations, campaign organization, money in campaigns, voting, Electoral College, 
campaigns and policy

7 Political Parties – role of parties, local v. national parties, party eras, third parties

8 Interest Groups – types and roles of interest groups, lobbying, electioneering, strategies of IGs

9 Media – media politics, regulation of media, cable news, the internet, public v. private media

10-11 Congress - incumbency, filibusters, committee structure, caucuses, Congressional staff

12 The Presidency – constitutional powers, expansion of power, White House staff, Executive Office, Chief of Staff, 
Cabinet, roles of President

13 The Presidency [continued] 
THANKSGIVING BREAK

14-15 Bureaucracy and the Budget – Cabinet departments, Independent Regulatory Commissions, Government 
Corporations, Independent Executive Agencies, implementation, regulations, taxes, budgets, creating a budget

16 Federal Courts – structure of federal courts, selection to the bench, deciding cases, important Courts

WINTER BREAK

17-18 Civil Rights/Civil Liberties - Bill of Rights, major case law related to Amendments, minority rights

19 MIDTERM ASSESSMENT TBD

20-21 Great Britain – structure of government, evolution of democratic system, political beliefs, parties, electoral system, 
interest groups and media influences

22-23 European Union – supranationalism, United Nations, World Trade Organization, World Bank, regional organizations, 
membership, organization of EU, policymaking, Lisbon Treaty, issues with EU 
HARVARD MODEL CONGRESS

24-25 Russia – Vladimir Putin, structure of Russian Federation, influence of Soviet style on modern government, Russian 
revolutions, Stalinism, political beliefs and participation, parties, political power and the media, public policies

26-27 China – Maoism, historical government traditions, Great Leap Forward, Cultural Revolution, minority groups in 
China, Chinese Communist Party, structure of government, factions, foreign relations and trade

28-29 Mexico – political history of Mexico, parties, societal cleavages, structure of government

30-31 Iran – Persian origins, Islamic traditions, political history of Iran, structure of government, the Supreme Leader

32-33 Nigeria – legitimacy, military rule, colonialism, decolonization, major political parties, structure of government, signs 
of democracy 
Senior Projects Due

34-35 Foreign Government Presentations

36 Exam Review

37 FINAL EXAMS
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Harvard Model Congress 
As students in Government and Politics, you are encouraged to attend the Harvard Model Congress trip in February 
2016. It is an excellent way to put your newfound knowledge of the inner-workings of government to the test, and a great 
experience to take part in during your high school career.


All students will be completing graded assignments as though they will be attending the conference, which will further 
help those attending to make the most of their trip. Please note that not attending the trip will have no impact on your 
grade, and that you will have assignments to complete while in school during the conference to simulate the experience. 


Because of potential space limitations, students enrolled in Honors Government and Politics will be given the first 
chance to attend the conference. Honors students are highly encouraged to attend. All government students will have 
priority over the general school population to sign up for the trip.


If you are interested in attending HMC this year, visit their website: harvardmodelcongress.org to familiarize yourself with 
the conference. The sign-up will be in October. Please feel free to ask questions if you want to know more. 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Honors Curriculum 
You have the option of taking this course for honors credit. In exchange for the GPA multiplier that will be 
attached to your grade for this class, you will have higher expectations to fulfill throughout the year. Please 
read the information below, discuss it with your family and advisor, and decide if honors is right for you. 


Honors Requirements 
• While all students will be required to keep an article notebook similar to the one assigned over the summer, 

honors students will have additional article requirements for every submission. (For example, if all students 
are required to read and discuss 5 articles, honors students might have 8 instead.)


• All students will be expected to respond to blog posts on a regular basis; honors students will have 
additional assignments based on each post as well.


• Major assessments may have additional sections for honors students to complete.


• All honors students will have additional projects or essays due each quarter based on books, movies, or 
other research in the field of political science. 


• Honors students may have additional assessments do demonstrate their enhanced knowledge of the 
material.


• Honors students are highly encouraged to attend Harvard Model Congress in February.


The honors curriculum is more rigorous than the college prep curriculum. Though both students will receive 
similar classroom instruction, honors students are expected to engage with the material more thoroughly on 
their own time. If you’re not sure you will have the time to devote to this class, you should seriously consider 
not signing the honors contract. Be aware that once you are enrolled as an honors student, you cannot switch 
back to the college prep requirements.


If you choose to take Government and Politics as an honors course, you are to complete the contract at the 
end of this document and submit it no later than September 24th, 2015.  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Government and Politics  
Honors Contract 2015-2016 

Student Name: : _____________________________________________________


Advisor Name: : _____________________________________________________


I, : _____________________________________________________,


• have read the syllabus for this course, including the section describing the requirements of the honors track.

• have spoken to my advisor about taking this course for honors credit,

• have spoken to a parent or guardian to ensure that I will have enough time to complete additional assignments,

• understand that I am responsible for additional requirements, assignments, and expectations, and

• understand that I cannot drop out of the honors section once enrolled.


After reviewing the above procedures, I would like to enroll in Honors Government and Politics for the 2015-2016 school 
year, and commit to fulfilling all of the requirements and responsibilities outlined in the course syllabus.


Student Signature: _____________________________________________________


 
Parent Signature: : _____________________________________________________
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